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GUIDELINES FOR POST GRADUATE MERIT SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME FOR 

UNIVERSITY RANK HOLDERS AT UNDER GRADUATE LEVEL 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Higher Education has had played a very vital role in the history of nation building all over the 

world. It is amply clear that no rise in general standards of living and culture is possible without 

strengthening the higher education system in the country. It obviously calls for a multipronged 

strategy. There is a need to modernize our higher education system, and equally important to 

continuously attract young and talented students to pursue higher education. It is being 

increasingly observed that the brighter lot is not pursuing Post-Graduate education in our 

institutions of higher learning.  
To emerge as a powerful nation, there is an urgent need to bring in talented boys and girls in the 

field of Post-Graduate education by way of providing them good incentives in the form of 

scholarships. The UGC, therefore, introduced a Post-Graduate Merit Scholarship Scheme for 

University undergraduate rank holders. 

 

The scholarship may be tenable for a period of two years to enable the rank holders of each 

university at undergraduate level to pursue their Master’s Degree. All universities/degree 

awarding institutions would be required to issue rank certificates to the toppers of the university 

in B.A., B.Sc., and B.Com. 

 

The purpose of this scheme is to attract talent for pursuing post graduate studies besides 

strengthening the basic subjects at Undergraduate level. The awardees, under this scheme, can 

pursue their Postgraduate programme in any area of specialization in any institution of higher 

learning in the country. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME 

 

The objectives of the scheme are:  
2.1. To promote and nurture talent;  
2.2. To reward meritorious students with outstanding performance at the Under graduate level 

for pursuing postgraduate studies;  
2.3. To promote study in basic courses at undergraduate level. Professional courses are not 

covered under the scheme;  
2.4. To build up academic excellence at postgraduate level across the colleges and universities in 

the country. 



 
3. TARGET GROUP 

 

3.1 The First and Second Rank holders at undergraduate level and admitted in any Postgraduate 

Course would be awarded the scholarship. The students will have to submit the proof of 

their merit position at undergraduate level as well as their admission in postgraduate courses 

as per Annexure-I. 

3.2  The scholarship would, however, be subjected to securing a minimum of sixty percent 

marks at undergraduate level.  The joining report has to be uploaded as per format at 

Anenxure-II.  
3.3 The scheme is applicable to such students who have taken admission in regular, full-time 

Master’s Degree course in any recognized university, deemed university, private university, 

autonomous college or a post graduate college. 

 

4.  ELIGIBILITY 

 

4.1 The scholarship is available to the student for first PG Degree only. Age limit for the students 

is 30 years at the time of admission in PG course. 

 
4.2 Distance mode of education will not be considered under the scheme. 

 

4.3 The Undergraduate courses from following streams have been identified for the award of 

scholarships:  
1.Life Sciences 2. Physical Sciences 3. Chemical Sciences 4. Earth Sciences 5. 

Mathematical Sciences 6. Social Sciences 7. Commerce 8. Languages 

  
4.4 Before verifying applications of students the concerned Universities may ensure that 

applicants satisfy all norms as per guidelines. 

 
4.5 The first and second rank holders (Not position holders) would be considered from 

Universities/ Institutions and non-affiliated/ autonomous colleges according to the number of 

students who have appeared in the examination at undergraduate level as per following table. 

 

Nature of Institution Number of students who appeared in 

 examination at undergraduate level 

Affiliating Universities (State/ Central) 100 
Deemed Universities/ Private Universities / 25 
Autonomous  Colleges  /  Non-affiliated  

colleges  



5. NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIP AND TENURE OF SCHOLARSHI 

5.1 Slots : 3000  
5.2 Tenure of scholarship : Two years  

 

6. PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING FOR THE SCHEME 

 Applications will be invited once in a year on the National Scholarship Portal of the 

Government of India.  Short notification will also be uploaded on the UGC website.  

 Incomplete applications will be summarily rejected. Only verified online applications will 

be considered for award of scholarship. 

 The concerned University/ Institute should verify that the applicant is a first or second rank 

holder out of the specified total number of students who appeared in the examination at the 

undergraduate level as specified in the guidelines. 

 

7. JOINING 

The scholar would be awarded from the date of joining the post graduate first year course as per 

information provided in the online application and verified by the University/ Institute/ College. 

8. DISBURSAL OF SCHOLARSHIP 

 After selection, the awardees will be paid scholarship on DBT mode. 

 The list of awardees will be pushed to Public Financial Management System (PFMS) by the 

NIC. 

 PFMS will generate payment files of the awardees and scholarship would be paid for the 

complete duration of the post graduate course. Payments will be generated on annual basis. 

 

9. RENEWALS 

 Scholarship granted under the scheme will be kept renewed during the period of postgraduate 

course subject to good conduct and maintenance of prescribed attendance. 

 The scholarship will be renewed for the next year of study on receipt of renewal form. 

 Students failing to get promoted to the next class/ level would forfeit the scholarship. 

 Change in course of study will not be permitted.   

 Scheme will be implemented and monitored by the UGC. 

 The awardees of previous years will continue to follow the UGC pattern of assistance through 

the designated bank branches of Canara Bank. 

 

10. PROCEDURE FOR DISBURSEMENT 

Scholarship (as certified by the institutions identified under this scheme) will be paid to the selected 

students by the UGC through DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer) Mode and will be transferred to the 

Bank account of the beneficiaries.  This procedure will be completed through the PFMS. 

 



11. AADHAAR SEEDING 
 
The Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India vide its letter D.O. No. 18-

7/2013-U1A dated 10th June, 2016 has instructed the University Grants Commission that from the 

financial year 2016-17 onwards the Aadhaar will be used as an identifier for disbursement of all 

Government subsidies/Scholarships/Fellowships which are to be disbursed directly into the 

beneficiary’s account.   

 

The Aadhaar details would be updated by the student through the host University/ Institute/ 

College after seeking a consent from the awardee as per provisions of the Aadhaar Act, 2016. 

 

 

12. NATURE OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE UNDER THE SCHEME 

 

Amount of fellowship: Rs.3,100/- p.m for a period of two years only i.e. full duration of a PG 

course. No other additional grant will be payable in lieu of hostel charges and medical charges 

etc. 

The student who is awarded Post-Graduate Scholarship for University Rank Holders will not be 

debarred from accepting any other scholarships. 

 

13. CANCELLATION OF SCHOLARSHIP  

Scholarship of a student may be cancelled in any of the following cases:  

17.1 Misconduct of the awardee, if any, reported by the University/ Institution.  

17.2 Unsatisfactory progress report (i.e. if the candidate scores less than 60% marks in the first year of 

Master’s programme).  

 ********************************************************************************* 



Annexure-I 

 
R A N K  C E R T I F I C A T E 

 
                                                                        (To be issued by the University / Institute / Autonomous College ) 

 
 
It is   certified   that   Mr./Ms.   __________________________________Daughter/Son  of  
 
_________________________________has cleared the Under Graduate level exam (name of 

Degree) ___________________________________, which comes under the 

stream of Life Sciences , Physical Sciences , Chemical Sciences , Earth 
 

Sciences , Mathematical Sciences , Social Sciences , Commerce , Languages 

and obtained ______ Rank among _______ (please mention the total number of appeared 

students) students who had appeared for the above said examination at under-graduate level 

conducted by 
 
__________________________________________ University/ Institution/ College. 
 

 
It is also certifying that our University / Institution / College is covered under the following status 
 
(please tick the appropriate box): 
 

(i) Central University 
 

(ii) State University 
 

(ii) State University (Private) (iii) Deemed 

University (Private) (iv) Deemed to be University 
 

(v) Autonomous College 
 

(vi) Institute of National Importance (vii) Non-University 

affiliated Institute 

 
Date                                                                                                   Signature & Seal 

Controller of Examination 



Annexure – II 

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION  
BAHADURSHAH ZAFAR MARG 

NEW DELHI – 110002 
*** 
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J O I N I N G  R E P O R T 

 

 

Post-Graduate Merit Scholarship for University Rank Holders 

 

Name of student: ___________________________ 

 

 This is to certify that Ms./Mr.________________D-S/o____________________  
 

is a bonafide student of PG-Ist  year regular, non-professional Master degree course 
 
____________________ in the subject of ________________.She/He joined the Ist year 

Post-graduate degree course on dated ____________________ in this 

Institution/College/Department ____________________________________________ 

affiliated to ___________________________________________________University. 
 

 

(b) It is also certified that he/she will not be debarred from accepting another scholarship  

during the tenure of scholarship. 

 
 

 

Signature Signature Signature 
Name             Name             Name 
Date Date Date 
(Awardee) (Head of Deptt.) (Registrar/Director/Principal) 
Ph. No. Seal of HoD Seal of University / Institution / College 
Mobile : Ph. No. Ph. No. 

e-mail :   
Bank A/c No. 
IFSC Code : 
12-digit unique (aadhaar) number, if you have: 

 


